Hypercalcemia in patients in the burn intensive care unit.
Although patients with burns are known to develop hypocalcemia, the development of hypercalcemia has also been reported in a few patients in the burn intensive care unit. Here, the incidence of hypercalcemia in the burn unit of a single institution is reviewed. The records of all patients admitted to the burn intensive care unit over a period of 4 years of a single institution were reviewed. When looking at a select group of burn patients who have been hospitalized for more than 4 weeks, an unusually high incidence of hypercalcemia was found, especially in patients with renal failure (because of decreased renal clearance, patients with renal failure are prone to hypercalcemia if another inciting factor is present). As previously reported, the hypercalcemia in our patients was consistent with hypercalcemia caused by immobilization. We also observed that mortality correlated with higher calcium levels.